
 
 

1 Note – Any reference to CCFD1 should be updated to WVFD, should the Project continue.  Any reference to 
CCFD1 in this letter should be understood as WVFD for the purposes of the District’s comments. 
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Date: October 21, 2025 

To: Mission Ridge Expansion Master Planned Resort Draft EIS 
Chelan County Department of Natural Resources 
ATTN: Michael Kaputa, Director 
411 Washington Street, Suite 201 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

 
RE: Comments on Mission Ridge Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Project File No.:   MPR 2018-128  
Project Location:   6865 Forest Ridge Drive, Wenatchee, WA 98801  
Assessor's Parcel Numbers:   21-20-19-000-000 and 21-20-30-100-050 
Applicant/Owner:    Tamarack Saddle, LLC, Attn: Larry Scrivanich 
 
Dear Mr. Kaputa, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (“DEIS”) for 
the Mission Ridge Master Planned Resort Project (the “Project”). 

As you may be aware, Chelan County Fire District No. 1 (“CCFD1”), which previously submitted comments 
regarding this Project, has since merged with Douglas County Fire District No. 2 to form the Wenatchee Valley 
Fire Department (the “District” or “WVFD”). The District participated in the EIS scoping process with both the 
Applicant and the County in 2020. Our earlier comments focused on the District’s capacity to serve the Project 
and addressed key issues such as annexation, concurrency, development standards, and—critically—the need 
for State Environmental Policy Act (“SEPA”) conditions and appropriate mitigation. A copy of our May 30, 2020, 
letter is enclosed as Exhibit A. 

While the District continues to review the DEIS materials, including the proposed mitigation measures, we 
generally find that the DEIS has sufficiently analyzed the Project’s likely significant adverse environmental 
impacts and the relevant environmental considerations. We concur with the DEIS’s conclusion that the fire-
related impacts of the Project—particularly those related to wildfire risk, emergency access, and evacuation—
are accurately characterized as “significant and unavoidable adverse impacts.” This assessment is appropriate 
given the Project’s remote location, the high wildfire susceptibility of the area, and the anticipated increase in 
population resulting from development. 

To address these risks, further planning is required to identify and mobilize the resources necessary to respond 
to wildfires within acceptable timeframes. This will be essential to protecting life, safety, and property. The 
details of these mitigation strategies should be developed collaboratively between the Applicant and the 
District, with input from the public and other key stakeholders. The District’s engagement is vital in crafting 
effective strategies related to: 
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1. The operational implementation of shelter-in-place and evacuation procedures; 

2. Mitigation of structure-to-structure ignition risks and management of extended attack wildfire events; 

3. Preservation and protection of firefighting water supply access; 

4. Incorporation of necessary design elements, including—but not limited to—automatic sprinkler 
systems and defensible space/fuel breaks; 

5. Determination of the District’s personnel and capital resource requirements to provide adequate fire 
protection services to the Project. 

The mitigation conditions outlined in the DEIS suggest that the Applicant is receptive to further District input 
on these matters. These conditions include, but are not limited to: 

• The annexation of the Project into the jurisdiction of Chelan County Fire District No. 1 [now WVFD]; 

• The dedication of space for a future District fire station near the primary access road and day-use 
parking lot; 

• The construction and equipping of that station to District standards, along with appropriate staffing. 

The District is also encouraged by the proposed mitigation measures concerning education and public 
outreach. However, successful implementation of these strategies will require strong coordination among 
stakeholders and must reflect the unique challenges posed by this Project. The District expects to play a 
central role in the development and execution of plans related to: 

• Emergency access and the establishment of safe refuge areas, including at the Base Lodge and day-use 
parking zones; 

• Engagement with local firefighting officials and Firewise boards; 

• Public outreach strategies, including the dissemination of emergency evacuation materials to current 
and future property owners; 

• Ongoing safety protocols and the development of updated Wildfire and Crisis Action Plans that are 
responsive to evolving conditions and risks; 

• Collaborative updates to incident command structures, identification and documentation of egress 
routes, and the adoption of adaptive measures to reduce risks to public health and safety. 

These proposed mitigation measures should serve as a foundation for developing more specific agreements 
and implementation plans. Several of them explicitly require District input and approval—an essential element 
for the Project’s viability. It is difficult to envision the Project moving forward without the active and sustained 
involvement of the District. 

Moreover, the annexation of the Project into the District is not a foregone conclusion. It is a legislative decision 
reserved for the District’s elected Board of Commissioners. This decision is independent of, and in addition to, 
the authority granted to the District under SEPA and the DEIS mitigation framework. Should the Project 
advance, any annexation will likely be contingent upon compliance with SEPA mitigation conditions and other 
terms negotiated between the District and the Applicant. 
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The District remains committed to protecting its current constituents and ensuring that this Project—if 
approved—does not compromise our ability to maintain service levels. With proper planning and meaningful 
collaboration, this Project could become a model for a fire-adapted, resilient mountain resort community.  

Achieving that goal will require regular, substantive engagement with the District throughout the permitting 
and development process. 

Please feel free to contact me at your convenience should you have any questions about this letter or the 
District’s comments on the DEIS and proposed mitigation conditions. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Brian Brett, Fire Chief 
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Exhibit A 

 
 
















